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Analyzing Arguments: The New Jim Crow by Michell Alexander

The author of the post is Jason Hernandez, and he is trying to explain how after reading the story, “The New Jim Crow,” he was utterly changed. According to Jason, the banning of the book written by Michelle Alexander about the mass incarceration that had become the form of racial control in America, he was pained, saddened shocked and angered the same way he had felt when Behind bars was also banned. Jason Hernandez says that despite finding himself in jail at Oklahoma Prison where he was serving a life sentence for having involved in non-violent drug crime, reading the book changed his connotation towards the racial inequalities and the disparities that are caused by the war on drugs. He says that this war is not an accident. The author brings out his claim as n implication on what he had thought about the war on drugs and how himself being in prison and reading the book has dramatically changed his life. 

The claim that the author has been supported in many ways through the text. For instance, he says that in the first place, he used to think it was typical for people in his neighborhood to be pulled over, searched and arrested an opinion that changed when he got to prison. He elaborates on the color of the inmates that he found in prison and says that the majority were either black or brown. Nevertheless, the author argues that such a thing did not seem unusual to him since he was used to the racial injustices prevailed on them. The author shows how there are disparities in the imprisonment terms where whites are given less time imprisonment for serious crimes while the blacks are given life imprisonment for non-violent crimes like drug dealing. 
Jason Hernandez postulates that New Jim Crow has there is nothing ordinary about the injustices perpetuated to the blacks. Jason highlights that there is nothing normal in New Jim Crow since he had seen many fathers to the black and brown children being held up in jail for a long time until these children grow in their absence.  Children grow up and become big men who can end up being arrested and join their fathers in the same prisons. Jason’s personal experience has been put into a broader perspective from the reading of the book. The author explains how he has come to realize that the majority of the people under the correctional controls are the African Americans and such correctional places for them are the same as jails, probations as well paroles. The number is too large at the moment as compared to the times when these people were enslaved before the U.S civil war started. When he compares today with the 1870s, there are more convictions of a felony that the African Americans are being disenfranchised with than the early centuries. In 1870, the ratification of the law that prohibited African Americans not to vote with the basis of their races led to low felony crime convictions to these African Americans than today. 

Jason’s claim about racial incarceration is evident from the fact that the majority of the inmates in American prisons are African Americans. With an addition of the Latinos, the percent of the African Americans is making up 60 % of the population in prisons while the whites represent only 30 % in these prisons. When Jason realized about these injustices, he then decided to start the Crack Open Door, a grassroots organization that was dedicated to offer freedom to the non-violent first-time crack cocaine offenders who were subjected to life sentences without parole. 

In his argument, there is no counterargument since the information the author tries to communicate is the mere truth. He uses information from different sources like the incorporation of the Behind Bars story that he had read early on. The sources that the author uses are credible and do not contain any fallacies. Additionally, the information itself does not include any fallacy since there is no argument that seems plausible from the text.
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